
DAY 1: OCTOBER 4, 2014 

8:30 am Opening Prayer: Ann Callahan 

8:45 AM Welcoming Remarks: R. Lisa Bourque Bearskin, President, Aboriginal Nurses Association 
of Canada 

9:00 – 10:00 AM Keynote Speaker: Kathy Bird 

10:00 – 10:15 Health Break 

10:15 – 10:45 Building Research Capacity: Examining 
the Characteristics of Mentorship in 
Aboriginal Nursing Education 
 
Michèle Parent, RN, BN, MSc 
(Nursing), PhD (Education) and 
Pam Rice, BA(Psyc), BScN student 

A Collaborative, Innovative Approach to Meet 
the Unique Needs of First Nation Elders 
 
 
Marney Vermette and Lyna Hart 

10:50 – 11:20 Narratives on Cultural Safety 
Competencies from the lived 
experience of two Aboriginal Nursing 
Students 
 
Jane Moseley, Dawn GooGoo, 
Courtney Pennell 

Diabetes-Cree Understandings and 
Explanations 
 
 
 
Jocelyn Bruyère RN 

11:25-11:55 The Infant Feeding Experiences of 
Mi’kmaw Women: A Feminist 
Phenomenological Inquiry 
 
 
Judith A. Cormier, RN, PhD 

Local Indigenous-led Cultural Safety Education 
Fosters Transition from Unknowingness to 
Non-racist, Non-discriminatory Informed 
Practice 
 
Donna Kurtz RN, PhD 

12:00 – 1:00 lunch 

1:00 – 2:00 From Research to Practice: Developing 
and evaluating a nursing education 
program on culturally safe dementia 
care for Secwepemc Nation Elders 
 
M. Star Mahara, Dr. Wendy Hulko, 
Danielle Wilson, Gwen Campbell 
McArthur, Estella Patrick Moller 
 

Teaching Cultural Safety in Nursing Education 
 
 
 
 
Sherri Di Lallo RN, BScN 

2:00 – 2:15 Health Break 

2:15 – 4:45 Annual General Meeting 
 

6:00 – 9:00 PM Banquet 
Performance by Aboriginal School of Dance 

Neemu-Egwah Schow 

 

  



DAY 2 OCTOBER 5, 2014 

8:30  - 9:00 am Welcoming Remarks, R. Lisa Bourque Bearskin, President, Aboriginal Nurses Association 
of Canada 

9:00 – 10:00 AM Keynote Speaker: Ovide Mercedi 
TBD 

10:00 – 10:15 Health Break 

10:15 – 10:45 What Māori nurses think about smoking 
 
 
 
Dr Heather Gifford 

The National Notifiable Diseases Database 
(NDDB): A new resource for community 
health practitioners 
 
Shivoan Balakumar 

10:50 – 11:20 First Nation Community Based Screening 
to Improve Kidney Health and Prevent 
Dialysis (FINISHED) 
 

Aboriginal Nurse Leadership in Action  
 
 
Gaye Hanson R.N., B.Sc.N, M.P.A. 

 
 

11:25-11:55 

12:00 – 1:00 lunch 

1:00 – 2:00 Aboriginal Health Nursing and Aboriginal Health: Charting Policy Direction for Nursing in 
Canada 
 
Canadian Nurses Association 

2:00 – 2:15 Health Break 

2:15 – 2:45 Island Health – Aboriginal Employment 
Program…Moving Forward Together 
 
Steve Sxwithul’txw 

Community Service Learning: Embracing 
Diversity in Education 
 
 
Sherry Arvidson, Selena Talbot 
 

2:50 – 3:20 Accessible Nursing Education for an 
Aboriginal Nursing Workforce: The 
University of Saskatchewan College of 
Nursing Experience 
 
Dr. Lorna Butler and Dr. Heather Exner-
Pirot, College of Nursing, University of 
Saskatchewan 
 

Rethinking the intercultural mediation 
between indigenous/non-indigenous 
sharing skills knowledge: working in 
cooperation in a non-vertical relationship 
 
Hélène Laperrière  ICSC(c),  Ph.D. / RN, 
CCHN(c), PhD 

3:35 – 4:05 Closing 

 

Poster Presentations: 
1. Aboriginal Health and Culturally Safety Curriculum: An Okanagan Perspective 
2. The use of Photovoice in Indigenous Communities 


