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CASN's mission is “to lead nursing 
education and nursing scholarship in 
the interest of healthier Canadians”.

(http://www.casn.ca/en/20.html) 
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Purpose of AccreditationPurpose of AccreditationPurpose of AccreditationPurpose of Accreditation

Provide an overarching, systematic, and objective method 
to assess quality.
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� Accreditation involves an 
objective method of 
assessment through a third 
party, peer review of an 
institution’s and program’s 
structures, processes and 
outcomes in terms of 
strengths, vulnerabilities 
and opportunities for 
improvement.

� Underlying values of: 
� Mutual respect

� Fairness

� Openness of  
communication 

� Confidentiality

� Trust

� Transparency

� Accountability

� Integrity
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Guiding Principles of CASN Accreditation Program

� Non-prescriptive
� Emphasizes quality improvement
� Congruent with CASN’s position statements
� Assesses structure, process and outcomes 
� Qualitative and quantitative evidence
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Overarching Quality Dimensions

� Relevance

� Relatedness

� Accountability

� Uniqueness
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Insight and Vision
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OR
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Educational Unit Standards Framework
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Nursing Education Program Standards 
Framework
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Educational Unit Standards Framework
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All academic 
nurses are 

responsible for 
engaging in and 
advancing 
scholarship 

Scholarship is 
maintained and 
promoted at all 
developmental 
stages of the 
faculty

Scholarship 
builds on various 
ways of knowing 

The dimensions 
of scholarship are 
fluid, dynamic, 
and frequently 
overlapping 

Assumptions 
Related to 
Scholarship
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Discovery

• a process of creating new and 
unique knowledge specific to the 
discipline of nursing

Teaching

• conveyance of the science and art of 
nursing from the expert to novice

• building bridges between the teacher’s 
understanding and the student’s 
learning

Service
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Integration

• new knowledge & 
perspectives from 
original work in 
nursing & other 
disciplines

Application

• reflective investigation of the dynamic interaction 
between nursing theory and practice
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Assessment of the … 
quality & integrity of the 
work against specific 

criteria

Requires making ideas 
available in public format 
for an external group to 

see and review

Open to scrutiny by others 
with expertise who 

determine if the work is 
valid or useful

Conducted by experts … 
external to those who 
created the work

Peer Review
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