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CASN Doctoral Forum: Summary of Key Issues
	Objectives:

	1) Examine current modalities in Canadian Doctoral Nursing programs

2) Exchange promising and effective practices in Doctoral education

3) Discuss current issues in Doctoral programs for nurses

4) Establish a network to foster ongoing communication among Doctoral educators in nursing

5) Provide a venue for CASN members to give input on the CASN Position Statement on Doctoral Education.



	Key Issues

	Issue

	1. Non-Thesis Doctoral Programs

	Overall theme, as outlined by CASN Executive Director, Cynthia Baker:

How to enhance the development and advancement of nursing knowledge, and whether nursing practice and nursing research should be brought together through doctoral education.

From the extensive discussions on this issue, there emerged an overall need for a better understanding of DNP programs. While the identifiable challenges that would accompany the establishment were discussed at length, it became apparent that there was a significant need for more information and knowledge regarding the purpose and potential benefits of DNP programs in the Canadian context. A more comprehensive evaluation of the issue will lead to a clearer understanding of whether the DNP would be feasible, worthwhile, and necessary in the context of Canadian nursing education. 

	2. Promising Practices and Delivery Models in Doctoral Education in Nursing

	Presentations on current practices and models informed and enhanced the participants’ discussion. Group discussions on promising practices and key challenges brought to light several key issues, including the need for a more cohesive national model for doctoral education, increased support for both students and faculty, and consideration of resources, i.e. impact and necessity. Participants also benefited from the exchange of current practices that might be helpful in alleviating these challenges to a certain degree.

	3. Paths & Strategies Towards the Development of Doctoral Programs

	Following informative presentations on existing pathways for Doctoral programs, participants convened in groups to further discuss supports, enablers, and barriers of Doctoral programs. Key considerations in terms of support necessary for Doctoral programs included capacity, resources, and demand. Participants went on to identify factors that promote success in programs, including effective use of available expertise, alternative sources for funding, and clarity of program structure and expectations. The groups also discussed existing barriers to supporting Doctoral programs,  including overextended resources, particularly faculty, program flexibility, and expectations on and from students.


	Potential Actions Forward (based on suggestions received at the forum and compiled by the SC Grad Studies)

	a) Overview of DNP programs to further inform members.

	b) Needs assessment for DNP programs

	c) Environmental Scans/Consultation in response to critical questions raised at the Doctoral Forum.

	


Discussion Questions:
1. What type of support should CASN be offering to its member schools in terms of Doctoral education?

2. Should CASN seek funding to undertake actions forward?
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